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Professional and Research Experience
· May 2019 – present: Director of Research, Rural Clinical School (RCS), Medicine, UNSW Sydney
· Co-ordinating independent learning programme (research year) at Port Macquarie Campus – organising research projects for 13+ students, assisting supervisor and students with project design, ethics applications, statistical support. 
· Supports RCS UNSW researchers in the development, preparation and submission of research grant applications and oversees negotiation and administration of research awards, contracts and consulting research
· May 2019 – present: Post-Graduate Co-ordinator, Rural Clinical School, Medicine, UNSW Sydney, Port Macquarie Campus 
· Responsible for establishing and maintaining procedures for selecting appropriate supervision and ensuring that supervisors in the RCS undergo appropriate supervisory training as required, ensuring an appropriate research topic and achievable timeline is agreed upon for candidates, helping candidates effectively use the research infrastructure of the school, and providing appropriate space and resources to carry out the approved research program.
· February 2017 – present: Senior Lecturer and Phase 1 Academic Programme Co-ordinator, Rural Clinical School 
· Convene and manage Phase 1 (years 1 and 2) Medicine programme
· Providing effective leadership within phase 1 at the RCS by way of strategy, policy, decision making and management of the medicine programme.
· Providing effective leadership on the initiation of new academic developments
· Co-ordinating and Teaching Phase 1 medicine; reviewing teaching, learning and assessment activities.

September 2015 – February 2017: Associate Lecturer; The Science of the Mind, Open University
· Teaching and mentoring of students learning in an online format
· Developing online learning materials for neuroscience/mental health

January 2014 – February 2017: Lecturer, Biological Sciences, Queen Margaret University, School of Health Science 
· Teaching and module lead on a range of undergraduate and post-graduate degree programmes including Applied Pharmacology, Human Biology, Nutrition, Dietetics, Speech and Language Therapy, Psychology, Nursing, Podiatry. 
· Module co-ordinator for several undergraduate and post-graduate modules, including Neuroscience, Cell Biology and Human Physiology, Determinants of health, Drug abuse and Addiction, Performance Enhancing Drugs, Current Issues in Health
· Designing, preparing, delivering and evaluating lectures, tutorials, laboratory practical classes and computer simulation workshops for undergraduate and post-graduate students.
· Design, execution and delivery of assessments for undergraduate and post-graduate students
· Teaching and mentoring of undergraduate and post-graduate students, including mentoring and assisting in supervision of PhD, masters and undergraduate student projects
· September 2016 – acting programme leader for BSc (Hons) Applied Pharmacology


April 2012 – January 2014: Postdoctoral Research Fellow, University of Edinburgh, Centre for Inflammation Research
· Investigating the role of indoleamine-2,3-dioxygenase and kynurenine 3-monooxygenase protein expression in acute pancreatic (AP) disease progression and the application of novel kynurenine pathway inhibitors to prevent tissue injury and organ failure. Ultimately aim to provide proof-of-concept that there may be a translational benefit of kynurenine pathway inhibition in AP.
Nov 2007 – April 2012: Personal Research Fellowship, RSE/Lloyds TSB Foundation for Scotland, University of Edinburgh, Centre for Cognitive and Neural Systems
· Investigating the involvement of cerebrovascular dysfunction in the pathogenesis of Alzheimer’s disease, and potential therapeutic strategies for the disease.
· Simultaneously collaborating with Maastricht University to investigate the relationship between insulin resistance and cerebrovascular abnormalities in the pathogenesis of Alzheimer’s disease.
July-Nov 2007: Post-doctoral Position, Strathclyde University, Psychiatric Research Institute of Neuroscience in Glasgow
· Utilising a translational model of schizophrenia using brain imaging in freely moving rats, contributing to the development of new schizophrenia treatment therapies.
Oct 2004 – July 2007: Post-doctoral position, University of Edinburgh, Centre for Neuroscience Research
· Investigating new molecules in mood disorders using a genomic, neurobiological and systems approach in animal models and human depressive disorders. Utilising brain imaging including regional cerebral blood flow and metabolic imaging.
· Responsible for supervision and training of a visiting PhD student for 10 months
Education
2018: PgCert Professional and Higher Education, Queen Margaret University
2004: PhD Neuroscience, Queen Margaret University, 
· Investigation of the cellular mechanisms of serotonergic system dysfunction and recovery following MDMA-induced lesion of CNS. 
· Extensive collaboration with several European partners
2001: BSc (Hons) 1st Class Biological & Health Sciences, Queen Margaret University

Funding Awarded
· 2019 – MNCLHD Research Grant Support program
· 2018 – Education Focussed Foundation Funding, UNSW
· 2016 – Widening Access and Student Retention (WISeR), QMU
· 2007 – Personal Research Fellowship, Royal Society of Edinburgh/Lloyds TSB                                        
·             Foundation for Scotland 
· 2007 – Wellcome Trust Vacation Scholarship – PI for a vacation research project for Ms Kylie P Conroy, Queen Margaret University
· 2005 – Travel bursary to attend Brain’05
· 2005 – Funded place on 9th Annual Molecular Techniques Workshop, Cork

Memberships
· Fellow of the Higher Education Academy
· British Pharmacological Society
· Scottish Cardiovascular Forum
· Nutrition Society
· Scottish Dementia Research Consortium
· Society for Educational Research Universities UK

External Committee Membership
· CHAIN Special Interest Group facilitator - Obesity
· WHO Dementia Knowledge Exchange peer reviewer 
· North Coast New South Wales Human Research Ethics Committee 
· Translational Research Grants Scheme Grant review panel member – NSW Government Health 
· Healthy Communities Advisory Committee of the Mid North Coast Local Health District 
· Healthy and Active Youth Working Group – UNSW representative

UNSW Committee Membership
· Student Wellbeing Community of Practice – Senior leadership position
· UNSW Higher Research Degrees Committee 
· UNSW Program Evaluation and Improvement Group
· UNSW Faculty of Medicine Research Committee
· UNSW Medicine Faculty Higher Degree Committee
· UNSW Medicine Inspired Learning Initiative Committee
· UNSW Medicine Technology Enhanced Learning and Teaching Committee
· UNSW Independent Learning Project Committee – Rural Clinical School representative
· UNSW Phase 1 Steering Committee
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Presentations (oral and poster) at National and International Conferences
2020 7th Rural and Remote Health Scientific Symposium (Virtual) 
2019 International Association for Medical Education (AMEE), Vienna
2018 Tertiary Education Quality Standards Agency, Melbourne
2018 UNSW Learning and Teaching Forum , Sydney
2016 Scottish Physical Activity Research Connections, Edinburgh
2012 Scottish Neuroscience Group, Dundee
2011 Brain; Symposium on Cerebral Blood Flow, Metabolism and Function, Barcelona
2011 Scottish Neuroscience Group, Aberdeen
2010 Models of dementia; the good, the bad and the future, Cambridge
2010 Alzheimer’s Research Trust (ART) 11th Annual Network meeting, Southampton
2009 Neuroscience 2009, annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience, Chicago 
2009 Scottish Neuroscience Group, St Andrews
2008 Alzheimer’s Association 11th International Conference on Alzheimer’s disease, Chicago
2008 Alzheimer’s Research Trust (ART) 9th Annual Network meeting, London
2007 Neuroscience 2007, annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience, San Diego
2007 Scottish Neuroscience Group, Edinburgh
2006 6th Forum of European Neuroscience (FENS), Vienna
2006 West European Regional CINP meeting, Belfast
2005 Brain; Symposium on Cerebral Blood Flow, Metabolism and Function, Amsterdam
2005 Euron course “Psychopharmacology: from bench to bed”, Maastricht
2005 British Neurosciences Association, Brighton
2005 Scottish Neuroscience Group, Glasgow
2004 5th Forum of European Neuroscience (FENS), Lisbon
2004 Federation of European Pharmacological Societies (EPHAR), Porto




